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President's Message 
Charles A. Bauda, M.D. 
In the first months of my Presidency I have been privileged to receive 
much personal correspondence from members of the Federation from 
all parts. of our country. 
The candor and the soulful expression of thought that constituted much 
of this correspondence has been most heartening and has been a source 
of greater insight into the dilemmas which confront the Catho ic physi -
cian practicing in a pluralistic society. 
The solutions of these dilemmas are not easily found and there are 
no alternatives except to continue with faith to practice within the frame-
work of the Catholic ethic. 
The recent Supreme Court decision on the abortion laws was most 
appalling and has no doubt made it more difficult for Catholic physicians 
and Catholic hospitals to continue to practice medicine within their pre-
scribed code of ethics. 
The whole Catholic community should be strongly united to defend 
our right to practice within our own code of morality rather than to con-
form to the casuistic morality legislated by the Supreme Court. 
. We as Catholic physicians should act individually and collectively 
1~ order to reverse this imprudent decision of the Court. We should en-
ltst the help of our many non-Catholic friends who share with us the 
respect for life of the unborn. 
At this · point, I should like to address myself to another important 
matter- that of the change in membership of the Editorial Advisory 
Board and the authorship of the articles which have been appearing in 
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the Linacre Quarterly. In the November, 1972, issue of Linacre Quarterly. 
Dr. Mullooly, our editor, had delineated the policy which would be fol· 
lowed in the proposed new format. 
In order to dispel any misunderstanding which may arise, I wish tc 
reiterate the statement which I made in the February, 1973, issue o 
Linacre Quarterly that "the Linacre will follow a policy in strict con 
formance with Catholic doctrine even though a diversity of opinion wi l 
be a llowed expression. No compromise of this posture will be intende' 
or tolerated." 
To illustrate this point; in the November, 1972, issue there was 
report of a Commission On Ethical And Religious Directives Fo 
Catholic Hospitals. This is a speculative theological opinion which doe 
not purport to represent the official position of the Catholic Chute! 
In the February, 1973, issue there is an article by Msg. Paul V. Harrinf 
ton entitled "The Catholic Doctor, The Catholic Hospital, and Cor · 
traception" which does represent the teaching magisterium of the Catl · 
olic Church. It is important that the Linacre readers are made awa1 : 
of this since it is the official journal of the National Federation ' f 
Catholic Physicians' Guilds and as such is committed to follow tl : 
authentic teaching magisterium of the Church . 
It has been assumed that the modern day Catholic physician is s• -
phisticated enough to make this distinction. 
In conclusion I wish to thank you for your heartening communic 
tions and your assistance in my efforts as President and I ask your co 
tinued support and prayers. 
Thank you. 
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Advice to Authors 
The Linacre Quarterly welcom es unsolicited manuscripts on 
matters relating to m edical morality. Manuscripts should be 
typed and double-spaced, with a duplicate copy furnished. 
R eferences, if used, should be listed at the end of the articles, 
according to ~ tandard footnote style . Glossy prints or artwork 
suitable for n: •Jroduction may accompany articles, with perti-
nent informati.Jn on the back of such illustrations. 
Linacre QuartL rly 
From the Editor's Desk 
With this issue, some impressive 
new names have been added to the 
Linacre masthead. The newly 
created Editorial Advisory Board 
· includes some of the principal the-
. ologians and philosophers currently 
working in the field . of medical 
ethics in this country. The function 
of this new board is to advise the 
editor on issues deserving attention 
in the Linacre and to alert him to 
potential authors qualified to write 
on them. It is the goal of this editor 
to place the Linacre Quarterly in 
the · forefront of medical ethical 
discussion. Hopefully we shall 
achieve this goal with the aid of 
the new Advisory Board. 
This issue includes several ar-
ticles dealing with sterilization and 
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how this controversial topic is be-
ing handled in light of the Hospital 
Directives. Sharply differing views 
are presented. Our President-Elect, 
Dr. John Brennan, affirms the 
Church 's opposition to sterilization 
and offers some predictions for the 
future, while Father Charles Cur-
ran argues for modifications of this 
attitude. 
Much of the credit for this May 
issue belongs to Dr. John Cavanagh 
who served as its guest editor. Dr. 
Cavanagh, a Washington, D.C., 
psychiatrist, is an associate editor 
of the Linacre and a cogent critic 
in matters of medica l morality. 
John P. Mullooly, M.D. 
Editor, Linacre Quarterly 
John R. Cavanagh, M.D. 
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